
4th/5th GRADE RECORDER INFORMATION                       
  Date DUE: September 13, 2019  

$7.00 online payment preferred  
  

August 21, 2019 
 

Dear Parents of Olson Fourth/Fifth Grade Students,  
It is that time again! Soon, we will be learning to play the recorder. This unit of study has proven to be 

extremely valuable because it helps teach students how to read music and it requires that they be accountable 

for playing music on an instrument of their own.   
 

Recorders are $7, which includes a Peripole recorder, vinyl bag, and neck strap.  Recorders will only be 

purchased for those students who pay (Sept. 13 due date). Please follow the payment guidelines below – 

especially if you are writing a check.  
 

PAYMENT GUIDELINES: 
1)  Please pay online through SchoolPay.  There is a slight processing fee ($0.51/$0.55) for credit cards and checks, 

respectively. 

 Links to make these payments are on my webpage: https://www.allenisd.org/Page/52813 

 

2) If paying by cash, please send the exact amount - $7 - in a sealed envelope with your child’s first name, last name, and the words 

“recorder for music” written on the front. 

3)  If writing a check, Allen ISD will not accept checks unless: 

 Check is made out to Olson Elementary 

 AND the following information is written on the check: 

o your driver’s license #, your phone number, and your child’s name (especially if last names are different)  

o the reason for the check  is “recorder for music”.  

If this information is not included on the check, I will send the check back home because the district will not accept it for 

deposit without this information.  

 

Students who already have a recorder at home do not need to purchase another one.  However, some students 

choose to purchase an additional recorder so that they can have one at home to practice with and one to keep at 

school. That option is strictly a luxury, though.  
 

PRACTICING AT HOME:  
The students will be expected to use time outside of class to practice what we are learning in class.  Please help 

them develop this habit, as even just 10-15 minutes a day of intentional practice will work wonders for their 

long-term growth.  It is always good to include both exercises and tunes in a practice session.  This approach 

builds the physical technique and muscle memory to have good tone and change notes while also putting those 

skills in the context of real music.  

 

Another good habit would be to always keep the recorder in the backpack when not practicing.  That way, your 

child is always prepared for music class by having their recorder. 
 

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to call or e-mail me. Thank you.  

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Sara Voga 
Music Specialist 
Olson Elementary School 

sara.voga@allenisd.org 

Voicemail 972-236-0600 ext. 8845    
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